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Ourselves 
 
Familiar settings 

- Peace at Last 
 
Poetry, pattern and 
rhyme 

- Autumn 
Senses  

- Life Doesn’t 
Frighten Me 

Toys 
 
Toys 

- Dogger 
 

Predictable and 
patterned language 

- Harvey 
Slumfenburge
r’s Christmas 
Present  

Fairy Tales 
 
Traditional tales 

- Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears 

- The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 

Animals 
 
Non-fiction 

- Chick fact books 
 
Poetry, pattern and rhyme 

- ‘Silly Billy Senses’ 
poems 

 

Seasides 
 
Seaside settings 

- The Rainbow 
Fish 

- Where the Wild 
Things Are 

 

Dinosaurs 
 
Dinosaurs 

- Harry and the 
Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs 

- Non-Fiction books 
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Vocabulary: 
‘word’ 
‘sentence’ 
‘punctuation’ 
‘text’ 
 
Finger spaces 
Upper case letters 
Lower case letters 
Adjectives  

Capital letters 
Full stops 
Adjectives 
Conjunctions 
 

Vocabulary: 
‘suffix’ 
 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Letter names 
Suffixes –ed and -ing 

Capital letters 
Full stops 
Question marks 
Exclamation marks 

Vocabulary: 
‘suffix’ 
‘singular’ 
‘plural’ 
 
Capital letters for people, 
places, days of the week 
and ‘I’ 
Full stops 
Suffixes –s and -es 

Vocabulary: 
‘prefix’ 
 
Question marks 
Exclamation marks Prefix -
un 
Suffixes –er and -est 
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Stories in familiar 
settings: 
Dogger 
Poetry 

Creating nonsense 
poems 

Instructions: 
How to wash a 

woolly mammoth 
Non Fiction: 

Instructions (link 
PSHE: Firework Safety  

Code) 
Fire Safety leaflets (link 

ICT) 
Create an informational 

web page about 
Firework Celebrations 

around the World. 

Poetry: Firework 
Poems. 

 
Traditional Tales: 
Compare ‘The Tiger 
Child.’ And ‘How the 

Rabbit Stole Fire.’ Write 
own fire myth 

 
(History Link: 
Writing a non-

chronological report 
about the great Fire of 

London. 
 

Write as a character 
describing the Great 

Fire.) 

AFRICA 
 

Non-Fiction: 
Reports about African 
animals based on visual 

Literacy: David 
Attenborough’s ‘Africa’ 

 
Poetry: descriptive 
poems about Africa. 

 
Nonsense and riddle 
poems about African 

animals. 
 

Traditional stories and 
stories from different 

cultures (Beauty and the 
Beast (Visual literacy link) 

  African stories 
 

Character descriptions: 
African story characters 

Exploring 
 

Diary writing (link 
History: Florence 

Nightingale) 
 

Letters 
Writing Letters home 

about what they would 
have encountered on their 

travels. 
 

Adventure Stories 
Stories based on the 
adventures of Flat 

Stanley. 

Poetry: We’re going on 
a bear hunt. M. Rosen 

 
Explanation and 

recount: 
Dear Greenpeace 

(Link with trip, explore and 
discovery guides – Natural 

History Museum trip) 
 

Stories by the Same 
Author: Oliver Jeffers 

(PSHE link) 
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Word 

Suffixes – ness, er 

 

Sentence  

Expanded noun phrase 

 

Text 

Present and Past tense 

 

Punctuation 

Capital Letters and full 

stops. 

 

Terminology for pupils 

Noun  

Expanded noun phrase 

 

 

 

Word 

Suffixes – adjectives 

 

Capital Letters and full 

stops. 

 

Punctuation 

Commas to separate a 

list 

 

 

Sentence 

Coordination – and, but 

Sentence 

Looking at different 

sentence types e.g. 

statement, command 

Text  

Progressive form of 

verbs in present tense 

Punctuation 

Capital Letters and full 

stops. 

Apostrophes 

 

Sentence 

Subordination – when, 

because 

Capital Letters, exclamation 

marks  and full stops. 

Apostrophes 

Word  

Turning adjectives into 

adverbs e.g. er, est 

Capital Letters, 

exclamation marks  and 

full stops. 

Apostrophes 

 

Sentence  

Expanded noun phrase 

Apostrophes 
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Stories and Tales 

 
The Twits by Roald Dahl 

– descriptive writing 
 
Traditional Tales 
 
Character and setting 
descriptions. Children 
act out different scenes 
from fairy tales.  
 
Create own modern 
version of a traditional 
tale. 

 

Ancient Egypt 
 
Persuasive Writing 
(letters) 
For characters in 
familiar scenarios. 
 
Report writing linked to 
Ancient Egypt (History 
topic) 
 
Non-fiction 
Fact files posters and 
leaflets linked to 
‘Plants’ and ‘Egypt’ 
(History and Science 
topic) 
 
Letters to Santa  

 

It’s a Mystery 
 
Adventure and suspense 
Stories based on Harris 
Burdock photos 
 
Creating their own 
suspense story based on  
pictures. 

Instruction Writing – linked 
to science experiments on 
light and shadows. 
 
Comparison – writing a 
comparison of the two cities 
in Geography. 
 
Poetry 
Shape poems and calligrams 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
 
Non-fiction information 
texts  
Related to the Stone Age 
and Iron Age (History 
topic) 
 
Fables, myths and 
legends 
Aesop’s Fables 
Children creating their 
own mythical creatures 
and writing their own 
Fable. 

 

It’s All About Roald Dahl 
 
Character and Setting 
Descriptions 
Based on ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factor’ by Roald 
Dahl 
 
Roald Dahl Project 
Learn about author, write 
letters, guides, setting and 
character descriptions, 
diary entries and 
instructions. 
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Identifying parts of 
speech: nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, 
adverbs, pronouns 
 
Consonant and vowel 
letters.  
 
Prefixes. 
 

Extending sentences 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions. 
 
Using prepositions to 
express time and cause. 
 
Using adverbs to 
express time and cause.  
 

 

Use of paragraphs. 
 
Subordinate clauses- 
conjunctions to create 
subordinate clauses. 
 
Using different 
punctuation (.., !) linked 
to our suspense stories 

Direct speech and the use of 
inverted commas. 
 
Word families – words 
related by grammar, spelling 
or meaning (teach, teacher, 
teaching) 

Placing the possessive 
apostrophe accurately in 
words with regular 
plurals [for example, 
girls', boys'] and in words 
with irregular plurals [for 
example, children's] 

 

 

Using fronted adverbials. 
 
Revision of all grammar. 
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The BFG by Roald Dahl 
Descriptive writing of 
narrative settings and 
character 
 
Poetry – Roald Dahl The 
BFG and Dirty Beasts 
Writing poetry to 
describe a monstrous 
character 
  
Link with History: 
The Romans – 
describing a gladiatorial 
fight at the Coliseum. 
 

Instruction writing- 
How to be a Roman 
soldier. 
 
Information writing – 
Roman baths, 
entertainment. 
 
Diary writing based on 
the story of Boudicca 
(different points of view 
of characters). 
 
  

The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe - Stories 
from imaginary worlds. 
Children write their own 
fantasy story. 
 
Newspaper report writing 
(Linked with History and 
Geography - The story of 
Pompeii) 
 
Audience 
(Writing stories for 
younger children in 
Reception) 

Explanation text/ Instruction 
Writing 
(based on our Geography and 
Science topics. 
 
Poetry – The Magic Box 
Children write poetry based 
on The Magic Box by Kit 
Wright.  
 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter – Narrative plot 
and description. 
 
Playscript – rewriting a 
scene from The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter as a 
playscript. 
 
Stories from other 
cultures- 
 
Poetry – Odes and insults 
(writing odes and insults 
to various foods) 
Analysis of Shelley’s Ode 
to a Skylark. 

Balanced arguments- 
Link with Science Habitats - 
Should we keep animals in 
zoos? 
 
Persuasive texts – writing 
and debating argument.  
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Identifying parts of 
speech: nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, 
adverbs, pronouns 
 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within 
and across sentences to 
aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
 
Standard English forms 
for verb inflections 
instead of local spoken 
forms [for example, we 
were instead of we 
was, or I did instead of I 
done] 
Correct use of verb 
tenses 

Noun phrases 
expanded by the 
addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases 
(e.g. the teacher 
expanded to: the strict 
maths teacher with 
curly hair) 
 
Fronted adverbials [for 
example, Later that 
day, I heard the bad 
news.]  
Use of the comma after 
fronted adverbials 

Use of paragraphs 
 
 
Use of inverted commas 
and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech 
[for example, a comma 
after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation 
within inverted commas: 
The conductor shouted, 
“Sit down!”] 
 
 

The grammatical difference 
between plural and 
possessive –s 
 
Apostrophes to mark plural 
possession [for example, the 
girl’s name, the girls’ names] 

Revision of all 
terminology including:  
determiner 
pronoun, possessive 
pronoun 
adverbial 

Revision of all grammar 
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Roald Dahl- Matilda 

Description- extended 
similes 

Write from alternate 
view point 

Character studies 
 

Poetry 
Rudyard Kipling and 

Christina Rosetti 
Children to write their 
own poems inspired by 
these Victorian poets. 

 
Historical narrative 

Read ‘Street Child’ by 
Berlie Doherty (Guided 

reading) 
Write their own 

historical narrative 
(Victorians) 

Persuasive writing 
Write a balanced 

argument letter for 
‘Children at work or 

school’ (formal 
language) 

 
Non-fiction 

Report writing 
Victorian schools (how 

our school has 
changed) 

 
Older literature 

Works of Charles 
Dickens: ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ and ‘Oliver Twist’ 
Descriptive writing of 

settings and characters- 
Marley’s ghost 

Narrative 
Study of Princess’ blanket 

-Diary entry of feelings 
-Descriptions (figurative 

language) 
-Persuasive balanced 

letter 
-Recount in the style of a 

character 
 

Non-chronological report 
Maps (British library trip) 

 
Classic/Narrative Poetry 
Parody of Owl and the 

pussy cat 
Study of ‘Highwayman’ by 

Alfred Noyes and ‘The 
Raven’ by Edgar Allen 

Poe. Write highwayman 
as a newspaper report 

Persuasive writing 
Persuasive letters to prevent 

deforestation 
 

Class Debate 
Deforestation 

 
Instruction writing 

How to play a game (after 
playmakers) 

Shakespeare 
Midsummer night’s 

dream 
Character study 

Descriptions 
Rewrite story from 

character point of view 
(first person) 

 
Kensuke’s Kingdom study 

Understand characters 
feelings/descriptions 

Write diary 
entries/captain’s logs 
To write an adventure 

story 

Play Scripts 
Reading from Shakespeare 

 
Rewrite well known nursery 

rhyme – alternate 
characters or endings 

 
Create 

characters/backgrounds 
and film (using freeze 

frame-ipads) 
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Parts of speech 
 
Modal verbs 
 
Using simple, 
compound and complex 
sentence structures.  
 
using semicolons, 
colons or dashes to 
mark boundaries 
between independent 
clauses 

using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing 
 
using relative clauses 
beginning with who, 
which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an 
implied (ie omitted) 
relative pronoun 
 
using the perfect form 
of verbs to mark 
relationships of time 
and cause 
 
 

recognising vocabulary 
and structures that are 
appropriate for formal 
speech and writing, 
including subjunctive 
forms 
 
using passive verbs to 
affect the presentation of 
information in a sentence 
 
using hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity 
 

using brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis 
 
using a colon to introduce a 
list  
 
punctuating bullet points 
consistently 
 
Use and understand the 
grammatical terminology in 
Appendix 2 accurately and 
appropriately in discussing 
their writing and reading. 
 

using expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated information 
concisely 
 
Converting nouns or 
adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes [including, 
–ate; –ise; –ify] 
Verb prefixes [including 
dis–, de–, mis–, over– and 
re–] 

Revision of all grammar 
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Focus texts:  
Roald Dahl’s ‘Boy: Tales 
of Childhood’ and ‘Billy 
The Kid’ by Michael 
Morpurgo. 
 
 
Based on ‘Boy’: 
Descriptive writing 
about characters and 
sweets 
 
Instructional texts: How 
to make your own 
sweets 
 
Persuasive writing: 
Brochure to persuade 
tourists to visit Norway 
 
Recounts: diaries and 
letter writing.  
 
The children will 
produce a biography of 
a famous person of 
their choice, followed 
by their own 
autobiography.  
 
 
 
 

Focus texts: ‘Carrie’s 
War’ by Nina Bowden 
and ‘Goodnight Mister 
Tom’ by Michelle 
Magorian.  
(World War II link) 
 
 
Chapter summaries 
 
Recounts: writing in 
role e.g. letters and 
diaries 
 
Character and setting 
descriptions  
 
Journalistic writing 
based on the historic 
events of the war and 
focus texts. 
 
World War II poetry 
 
Narrative writing: 
Children to write their 
own story based on the 
evacuation of children 
during World War II. 
 
Discussion texts: Were 
parents right to 
evacuate their 
children? 
 
Throughout the term 
we will be also be 
looking closely at 
grammar terminology 
and revising the 
different word classes 
and applying them in 
our writing. We will 
also look at different 
sentence types and in 
particular the structure 
of complex sentences, 
as well as the use of 

Focus Text: ‘The London 
Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan 
Dowd 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-chronological 
reports – London 
Landmarks 
 
Persuasive brochures / 
leaflets 
 
Writing in role e.g. letters 
and diaries 
 
Instructional texts: 
imperative verbs and 
modal verbs 
 
Journalistic writing 
 
Explanation texts and 
non-chronological texts 
linked to  
Geography topic: water 
cycle and rivers 
 

‘Focus text’: 
‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ 
bathroom’ by Louis Sachar 
 
 
 
 
Writing in role e.g. letters and 
diaries 
 
Character descriptions 
 
Alternative versions of 
chapters 
 
Explanation texts and non-
chronological texts  
 
Narrative: Short stories with 
flashbacks: The Piano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus Text:  
‘Ice Trap: Shackleton’s 
Incredible Expedition’ by 
Meredith Hooper and 
M.P Robertson 
 
SATs preparation 
 
 
Character and setting 
descriptions 
 
Writing in role e.g. letters 
and diaries 
 
Journalistic writing 
 
Persuasive writing 
 
Adventure narrative 
 
 
 

Focus Text:  
‘The Adventures of 
Odysseus’ by  Hugh Lupton 
and Christina Balit 
(Ancient Greece link) 
 
Writing in role e.g. letters 
and diaries 
 
Non-chronological reports 
linked to History topic: 
Ancient Greece e.g. gods 
and goddesses 
 
 
Discussion texts: Which was 
the best city state: Athens 
or Sparta? 
 
School end of year 
production. 
 
Children to create their 
own play scripts. 
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Revision of all word 

classes: nouns, 

verbs, conjunctions, 

adverbs, 

prepositions, 

pronouns and 

determiners 

 

Revision of grammar 

terminology taught 

in previous years e.g. 

noun phrases and 

fronted adverbials  

 

Converting nouns or 

adjectives into 

verbs using suffixes 

[for example, –ate; –

ise; –ify] 

Verb prefixes [for 

example, dis–, de–, 

mis–, over– and re–] 

 

 

Brackets, dashes or 

commas to indicate 

parenthesis 

Use of commas to 

clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity 

 

 

Relative clauses 

beginning with who, 

which, where, when, 

whose, that, or an 

omitted relative 

pronoun 

 

Indicating degrees 

of possibility using 

adverbs [for 

example, perhaps, 

surely] or modal 

verbs [for example, 

might, should, will, 

must] 

 

Devices to build 

cohesion within a 

paragraph [for 

example, then, after 

that, this, firstly] 

 

Linking ideas across 

paragraphs using 

adverbials of time 

[for example, later], 

place [for example, 

nearby] and number 

[for example, 

secondly] or tense 

choices [for 

example, he had 

seen her before] 

 

 

The difference 

between vocabulary 

typical of informal 

speech and vocabulary 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing 

[for example, find out 

– discover; ask for – 

request; go in – enter] 

 

How words are related 

by meaning as 

synonyms and 

antonyms [for 

example, big, large, 

little]. 

 

Use of the passive to 

affect the 

presentation of 

information in a 

sentence [for 

example, I broke the 

window in the 

greenhouse versus 

The window in the 

greenhouse was 

broken (by me)]. 

 

 

The difference between 

structures typical of 

informal speech and 

structures appropriate 

for formal speech and 

writing [for example, the 

use of question tags: He’s 

your friend, isn’t he?, or 

the use of subjunctive 

forms such as If I were 

or Were they to come in 

some very formal writing 

and speech] 

 

Linking ideas across 

paragraphs using a wider 

range of cohesive 

devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, 

grammatical connections 

[for example, the use of 

adverbials such as on the 

other hand, in contrast, 

or as a consequence], and 

ellipsis 

 

Layout devices [for 

example, headings, sub-

headings, columns, 

bullets, or tables, to 

structure text] 

Use of the semi-colon, 

colon and dash to 

mark the boundary 

between independent 

clauses [for example, 

It’s raining; I’m fed 

up] 

 

Use of the colon to 

introduce a list and 

use of semi-colons 

within lists 

 

Punctuation of bullet 

points to list 

information 

 

How hyphens can be 

used to avoid 

ambiguity [for 

example, man eating 

shark versus man-

eating shark, or 

recover versus re-

cover] 

Revision of all grammar 

terminology 
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